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Tabulating the Cost

The figures in Senator Cafferys
able analysis of the cost of em-

pire are so interesting and im-

portant that they are well worth
tabulating

Mr Caffery first compared our
normal budget with the first im-

perial budget

Expenditures fiscal year
1897 366000000

Secretary Gages estimate
for year 641000000

Imperial increase 1375000000

After thus showing that at the
very outset the burdens ot Federal
taxation would be nearly doubled-
on the showing of our imperialist
Secretary of the Treasury Mr
Caflery went on to itemize the
annual cost of the Phillippines
alone

Pay maintenance and trans
portation oi Philippine
garrison

extra naval force
acording to department
estimates

Annual charge for enlarging
navy Secretary ot Navys
estimate

Pensions due to tropical
diseases

Fortifications harbor im-
provements c

a civil govern-
ment

Civilizing the Filipinos esti
mated on a oi
third what we
that way upon the

75000000

15750000

12600000-

J 000000

10000000

3000000

100000000

Total annual cost 1221350000

Subtracting the highest possible
figure for revenues to be got from
the Philippines front the lowest
figure for revenue we lose by taking
them inside our tariff wall Senator
Caflery showed that we would have
a net annual loss of revenue of

47000000
Thus said he there would still

be left over 200000000 a year ot
imperial expenditures raised by
new taxation from the American
people-

Ifyou capitalize 200000000 at
3 per cent it represents an addition
to our national debt of nearly

6700000000 And thai is three
times as large as the total amount
of the great Civil War debt of the
United States

Is the imperial game worth the
candle The total trade of the
Philippines is about 30000000 a
year If we get it all and pay

100000000 a year for the privi
lege is it a good bargain

Senator Cafferys figures are
most conservative His questions
are therefore in the nature of

posers

Tb Democratic Attitude
Th s Democrats in both the Sen

ate and the House are practically
unanimously opposed to the
annexation and permanent gov-

ernment of the Philippines by the
United States

They stand by our Declaration
oi Independence They abide by
the Constitution They respect
the traditional policy oi the Re-

public They are satisfied that
the control of this continent and
the domination of this hemisp tere
are dough to keep us occupi d
and to satisfy any reasonable
ambition for glory They believe
contrary to Mr McKinley that
we have unsolved home problems-
of sufficient gravity to tax our wis-

dom for years to come They do
not believe in the assimilation-
of 8000000 mongrels and savages
10000 miles away They do not

favor a permanent annual expendi-

ture ot 200000000 to support a

of imperialism upon the Re

This position shared in common
by Cleveland and Bryan and by
nearly all the Democrats in Con-

gress is creditable to their good

sense and their patriotism If only

party interest were the
Democratic leaders would permit
the Presidents absurd and abomin-

able imperial colonial policy to
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be adopted with simply a protest

This would give them an issue lor

1900 that would put all differences

on other questions out of sight and

sweep the Republicans from power

with the force of a
But the Democrats in Congress

are right in standing firmly against
this wild scheme of imperialism

now so that the nation shall not

be committed to it Our country

first is a good motto

A Colonial Cabinet

The commission which the Pres-

ident is to send to the Philippines

is not intended so it appears to

gather and submit information as

to the desirability of attempting
the annexation and benevolent
assimilation of this Malay pan-

demonium
There would have been sense in

such an inquiry six months ago
But the commission now appointee

without the advice and consent

ol the designed by the
President to act as a sort of ad-

visory boaid a local cabinet as it

were to live in the Philippines and

counsel him as to each new step in

colonial development
This is beautifully imperial and

imperially beautiful Having as-

sumed the ratification of the treaty
before the Senate has acted upon
it and having in his proclamation
to the inhabitants of the Philip-

pines practically declared war
against them without the authority
ot Congress Mr McKinley is now

to send a sort of kitchen cabinet
there as his personal representa-

tives in the development of his
colonial policy

Fortunately Congress is in ses-

sion and is unlikely to walt for

the report oi any commission per-

sonal or otherwise before making
known its purpose as the repre-

sentative of the pecple not to go

into any schme of colonial ex-

pansion in the Malay archipelago
not to follow a war for freedom

with a war ol to set-

up a benevolent despotism in
the Philippines

Mr McKinley is either dilatory
or premature

North Carolina and tho Necro

A bill has been introduced into
the North Carolina Legislature to
disfranchise the negro The Dem-

ocrats have a big majority and
the bill will doubtless be passed

It is modeled after the Louisiana

lawThe committee having the
in charge recently announced

that it would vive negro lead-

ers a hearing Two responded
the Rev R H W Leak of Ral-

eigh and Prof Crosby Leak said
he would be satisfied with anything
the Legislature might do in the

In the South he de
negroes are allowed to

work and earn money together
with whites but not to spend it
together while in the North they
are not allowed to make money
together I like better the condi-

tions here
Prof Crosby is principal of one

of the seven State Normal schools
He said there were 125000 negro
voters in North Carolina oi whom
only 25000 were qualified to form
an opinion as to suffrage I re-

gard this solid black vote he
asserted as a great menace to
our Government The negroes
need in fact to be saved from
themselves

You want to disfranchise
enough negroes to make it cer-

tain that good government will
prevail Do that and stop

go to the extent of persecution

Policy of the Democratic Party

The attempts prominent Dem-

ocrats to define a policy for their
party in the next national cam-

paign have attracted some atten-

tion during the last few weeks In
several public addresses Mr Bryan

has defended the silver doctrine ot

the platform of 1896 saying that
it sill surely continue to be the
chief tenet of the party The offer

of some who left the party in 1896

to return upon Condition that sil

ver shall be dropped and the first

place be given to a fight against
trust combinations will not he
says be accepted II he has his
way the platform will oppose what
he calls militarism the creation
and maintenance of a standing
army of 100000 men and any pol
icy concerning the Philippines
which does not provide for the

I of the Filipinos It is
reported that his views were ap-

proved at a recent meeting oi the
Ways and Means Committee of the
National Democratic Committee
and that the most influential mem-

bers oi the National Committee
have decided that he should be
nominated again upon the old sil
ver platform enlarged by the ad-

ditions which he suggests
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Claude A

of the Ways and Means Commit-

tee an expert in public finance

contributes an estimate of the cost
of empire that reaches by differ-

ent methods the impressive con-

clusions so ably presented by Sen-

ator Caffery He says that after a

most careful examination he is

satisfied that it that policy prevails

and we annex and permanently
hold the Philippine Islands Federal
taxation will be by at
least 200000000 per year Many

persons estimate a much higher in

crease Mr Edward Atkinson
the eminenteconomist and statis-

tician places the annual deficit

under existing tax laws if the im-

perial programme is to be pursued-

at 178000000
The Secretary of the Treasury

himself estimates a deficiency ol

revenue for the fiscal year ending
June 30 18990 112000000 and

for the following fiscal year a
deficiency of 30000000 In
making these estimates he antici-

pates a great increase of revenue
from customs duties That antici-

pation cannot be realized Last
year customs duties yielded 149

000000 This was 27000000
less than they yielded the year
before Receipts irom customs
have been steadily decreasing
every year under the Dingley
tariff Yet contrary actual
experience Secretary Gage esti-

mates that customs receipts will
increase to 195000000 next year
and to 305000000 the year alter

Even if receipts from customs
were not sure to be decreased by
the annexation ol the Spanish Isl-

ands there is no reason to expect
that the present tariff with its high j

prohibitory rates will yield over

150000000 year But the im-

perial policy must result in a great
loss oi revenue from customs
duties The revenue derived last
year from duties on sugar and

amounted to 62000000
With Cuba Porto Rico Hawaii
and the Philippines annexed this
revenue is lost and in the next two
years this will make a difference in

the Secretary of the Treasury
estimated receipts of 164000000

Add to this loss of 164000000
the deduction ol 100000000 of

overestimated revenue for the next
two years trhich experience shows
us will not be collected for the
Secretarys estimates are certainly

350000000 a year too high for the
fiscal years 1899 i and we
have a total of 264000000 of es-

timated receipts lor these coming

two years which the Treasury will
not get Add this to the Secre
tarys own admitted deficit oi

124000000 for the two years and
we are confronted with an aggre-

gate deficiency for those years of
35366000000 or 183000000 for
each year That is a little in ex-

cess of the yearl deficiency esti-

mated by Mr Atkinson
Mr Swanson is satisfied how-

ever that the actual yearly de-

ficiency 01 revenue under present
tax laws and with the imperial
policy prevailing will be much
larger than this The Secretary
of the Treasury estimates a de-

crease of expenditures for pensions
The Spanish war pensioners have
to be provided for and the perma-

nent conquest and garrisoning of

the Philippines must stilt further
lengthen the pension roll There
must be a large increase of pay-

ments for pensions instead of a de-

crease He is not prepared to es-

timate the increase but it will
probably run up to 10000000 or
more a year for the next ten years

The Secretarys estimates in-

clude no items for public buildings
in the new possessions no expen-

ditures for fortifications for river
and harbor improvements in them
none for building roads and provid
ing means of transportation in any
of the islands which will be indis-

pensable as a military measure
none for building schools and pro-

viding for the education and civil-

ization of the 9000000 of practi-

cally untutored savages who are
to become our wards in the Philip-

pines But all these things will
surely require large expenditures
And when they are all included in

the reckoning the yearly deficiency

of revenue on our present fiscal

basis cannot be less than 200

000000
To meet that deficit Federal

taxes must be increased by about

50 per cent Our new possessions

cannot possibly yield this amount
of revenue Spain never collected
over 13000000 in a year by tax-

ation from the Filipinos and the

United States cannot possibly col-

lect as much Spanish taxes and

the cruel methods of their collec-

tion would never be tolerated by

our Government The Spanish
export duties for instance were
very heavy Under our Constitu
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tion there can be no duties levied-

on exports Even under the exor-

bitant and tyrannical tax laws ol

Spain the revenues raised from the
Philippines never yielded the
Spanish treasury a net surplus ol

more than 300009 in a year We

rantiot collect half as much reve-

nue as Spain collected and the
burden of the enormously in

creased expenditure imposed on

us by the acquisition of the islands
must be borne by ourselves

From what sources shall we

raise 200000000 a year more

Federal revenue The Supreme
Court has ruled out a tax on

Whiskey cannot be taxed
any higher for il it were it would

produce less revenue Tobacco
cannot be taxed hietier without
imperilling the industry Higher
tariff rates would yield still less

revenue II the tax on beer were

increased it would not bring more

revenue but less
The deficiency ot imperial

balance sheet can only be met by

new bond issues adding 200000
ooo a year to our national interest
bearing debt or by heavy special
license taxes on every conceivable
vacation ol the people

Mr Swanson is confident that
when the people understand the
heavy burden that will be imposed

upon them by the new imperial
policy they will be bitterly
opposed to it

Eajcan Mn t Pay the Penalty

Eagan must face a court martial
The friendship oi Alger will not
save him The withdrawal ot his
indecent language will have no
bearing on the case The Presi-

dent cannot refuse to order his ar-

raignment His offence was so
flagrant that no apology can atone
for it His defamation ol General
Miles was malicious and premed-

itated He wrote out coarse
insults and furnished the repre-

sentatives oi the press with ad-

vance copies oi his testimony It
was his purpose to give them the
widest circulation

Eagans punishment should be
in keeping with offence
Nothing short of his
dismissal from the army will an-

swer He has disgraced the uni-

form he wears has brought dis-

credit upon the army and grossly
assailed his superior officer thus
putting himself bey and the pale
of sympathy or consideration

The attack upon General Miles
is the natural sequence of the treat-

ment accorded the commanding
general ol the army by the War
Department Eagan was no

doubt encouraged by Algers at-

tempts to humiliate Miles and
discredit his authority during the
Cuban campaign But he went

too far The immunity that he
enjoyed under Alger will not pro-

tect him now
The is in the hands ol the

regard for the good
name of the army respet for its
commanding general and the de-

mands of an outraged public has
compelled him to order a court
martial for Eagan without delay

Senator Chandler

whose love for the Boston and
Maine Railroad is exactly oppo-

site to the love which Damon bore
Pythias has scored a point against
that road by securing the publica-

tion oi the names of all the persons
to whom free passes have been
granted Mr Chandler started
the trouble by making a formal
complaint against the road lat
summer and compelled the Inter-

state Commerce Commission to

bring his charges to a trial At
this hearing the ratltoad company
submitted a list of the persons to
whom pisses had been issued but
the list remained buried in the
archives of the commission until

Senator Chandler secured the pass-

age of a resolution directing that
it be sent to the Senate So now

the list appears in Public Docu-

ment No 63
It is a list occupying page after

page of small type and Mr Chand-

lers heart is doubtless happy be-

cause among the beneficiaries of
the railroads courtesy are the

Governor of New Hampshire and
nearly all of the other officials ot

the State while the Railroad Com
of New Hamp-

shire but of all the other New
England States are equally well
provided The members of the

railroad committee of the Massa-

chusetts Legislature are all pro-

vided with annuals while clerks
of corporations hotelkeepers and

all sorts and conditions of men are

to be found on the list
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Prohibition Laws from the Early
Down

BY C THOMANN

As long as he on earth shall live
So I make no prohibition
While mans desires stir
He cannot choose but err

Goethes Faust

Prohibition was first tested in the
Garden it failed The fall

of man and hu free agency were the
results All the imperfections of our
moral nature are according to the
Scripture consequences of this first

failure of prohibition forbad not Eve
plucked and eaten the forbidden fruit
man would be perfect As it Is we ore
loredoomed to sin and suffer for sinning
but we are iree agents

The term prohibition is not of course
used here In connection with drink
although many eminent writers would
have us believe that the forbidden fruit
was ol an inebriating quality In prin-

ciple there is no difference between
Thou shalt not eat this and Thou

shalt not drink that It is sufficiently

significant that taking a biblical view ol

the matter and that is the view which
such good Christians as our prohibi-

tionists are should take all human
misery began with the first failure of

man to submit to prohibition And it
is still more significant that the man
whom the Creator selected as the
propagator of his species alter the
deluge first exhibited the defects of his
moral nature by drinking to intoxication

Prohibition and its failure are then
as old as mankind Intemperance and
the laws against it are of nearly equal
antiquity

That intemperance must have pre-

vailed to a great extent among the
ancient Hebrews is sufficiently clear
from the story the Bible tells us of Lot
and others and from the tact that Moses
thought it necessary to promulgate
restrictive laws against inebriety

The Egyptians were strongly addicted
to the use of wine and beer and intem-
perance was common with both sexes
At the time of the Pharaohs laws were
enacted against drinking excesses und
it was then the custom to place a

and funeral draperies upon the
festive board whenever the revelers
threatened to transgress the ordinary
limits oi hilarity

In the year 2200 B C the Chinese
Emperor Yute banished the inventor ol
rice wine from his realm and prohibited
the use of that intoxicant but without
success Grape wine which was known
in China as early as 1122 B C was also
prohibited in subsequent centuries

for economic partly for political
the apprehension of a Jack ot

cereals being at the bottom of the
former the fear of revolution at the root
of the latter This prohibition accom-
panied by the destruction of all vine-
yards drove the Chinese people
to the use of the stronger rice
of opium

Drunkenness was not unknown either
in ancient Greece or in ancient Rome
Lycurgus imagined that he could
the desires of his Spartans by exhibiting
to them on fixed days of the year a
number of intoxicated islanders who
had been made to drink to excess by his
order His efforts seem to have been
put forth in vain however In Athens
according to the laws of Draco and of
Solon death was the punishment of
those who walked the public streets in
a state of intoxication Unlike our
hvpersentimentalists of temperance pro
cllvities who hold intoxication to be an
excuse for crime Pittacus of Mytilene
caused a double measure of punishment
to be inflicted for all crimes committed
under the influence oi intoxicants Plato
forbade the use of wine by minors under
eighteen years of age but granted all
possible latitude to men of forty years
of age to whom he recommended fre-

quent indulgence encouraging them to
abandon themselves to the joys of the
banquet to invite Bacchus ta partake
and bring with him that divine liquor
which he gave to man as a panacea with
which to restore the vivacity of youth
sweeten the austerity of age dispel its
sorrows and mollify its harshness

The drinking bouts ol the ancient
Romans excelled by fir those of the
Greeks What must have been thought
ol drunkenness during the reign of
Tiberius may be inferred from the fact
that this emperor surnamed Biberius
the bibber appointed Pison Prefect of

Rome for having passed two days and
nights with him at the drinking board
witnessing the feats ol inglorious Novel
iius Torquatus who was surnamed
Trlcongius from his ability to swallow
three congii about three quarts of wine
fn one draught Long before the reign
ot Tiberius sumptuary laws had been
enacted but they failed to check the evil

The Gauls were no more distinguished
for sobriety than teir neighbors A
radical measure not unlike that advo-

cated by our prohibitionists was carried
out under Domittan in the year 92

when the ruler ordered all the vineyards-

In Gaul to be destroyed Beer then
again took the place of wine

The most striking Illustration of the
perniclqusaess ot prohibition is that
which the history of the Mahometans
offers The rigidly faithful observed
the injunction of Mahomet with refer-

ence to wine but their cravings for a

stimulant led them to the excessive use

of opium incomparably more destruc-

tive of moral and physical wellbeing
than the strongest and worst liquors
While the faithful obey the prohibitory
law from religious motives the un-

believers ignore it and resort to innum-

erable devices by which to evade the
interdictory decree and those who

drink intoxicants must necessarily
drink them solitarily anti in secrecy
Morewood in reviewing the secret
drinking habits of the followers ot
Mahomet says Where the influence
of Mahometans has rendered the use
of intoxicating liquors objectionable-

and penal this prohibition has tended
to render men artlul and hypocritical
Although abstinence Irom inebriation
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is at all times commendable yet when
carried to a complete deprivation It has-

a contrary effect
The Germans were hard drinkers ot

all times The first glimpse history
affords us of them reveals continuous
drinking bouts Nor is there a lack of

laws against Intemperance with
first restrictive liquor law is prob-

ably that oi the Suevi directed against
the importation ot wine After vine

culture had been introduced by the
Roman legions into the Rhinelands

281 intemperance grew apate but no

laws seem to have been enacted against-

it until the reign ot Charlemagne The
capitularies ol this great warrior and
equally great law maker abound in

liquor laws some of them showing very
pointedly to what extent drunkenness
prevailed at that time Thus one
provision reads No Earl shall hold
court unless he be sober Irom which
t must be inferred that it was the

custom of these judges to hold court
while under the influence of

penal measures seem at first to have
been extremely lenient Whosoever
one provision reads is found drunk in

camp shall be compelled to drink water
only until he shall have acknowledged
that he has done wrong Afterward
excommunication was added to the list
of penalties and when even this penal
measure failed castigation was
to with no beter success It is ot

interest to know that Charlemagne in

his Capitulare de Vine prescribed that
no people should be employed who did

not know how to brew beer He seems
to have thought then that his laws
against intemperance would have been
more efficacious if his subjects would
drink beer exclusively The Council of
Abe la Chapelle 817 attempted to carry-

out a sort of Gothenburg system in
trying to regulate the consumption of
wine and beer in each community
Fruitless endeavors one and Not
one of the laws and regulations whether
lenient or harsh in their penal provisions
accomolished the desired result

With the introduction of distilled
liquots which were at first regarded
and used asdeath preventimmedicine
hence the French name eau de vie

inebriety assumed greater proportions
and a new chanracter The use of these
intoxicants first became general at the
close of the fifteenth century in Hungary
subsequently in Bohemia Poland
Pommerania and Russia In the year
1581 the English soldiers engaged in
war in the Netherlands were furnished

soon used it to excess It was
about this time that the first temperance
society excepting one was organized
by Maurice ot Nassau under the title of

Order of Temperance to which
noblemen only were admitted They
were however allowed to drink beer
as much as they liked Ardent spirits
were prohibited the penalty for drink-
ing one glass ot brandy being a deduction-
of two glasses from the regular allowance
ol wine for each offence In 1524 the
Margrave of Hesse prohibited the use oi
distilled liquors and laws ot like
purport were enacted in Saxony Wur
tembure and Brandenburg

Drunkenness existed in Britain when
the Romans invaded that Island Under
Saxon rule the evil experienced no
diminution With their political and
personal foundation ot-

Englands present state of civil liberty
the Saxons also transplanted to the new
soil their social and martial drinking
habits Ale or beer was their common
drink The kings of the West Saxons
must have been enormously fond of
these drinks since the exacted an an-

nual tax of twelve ambers of ale Irom
every owner ol ten hides ot land Men-

tion has lreadv been made of the law
958 lor the suppression of all ate houses

excepting one In every village Previ-

ous to the enactment ol this law Edgar
had decreed that all drinking vessels
should be provided with pegs and that
no guest at an alehouse should be al-

lowed under legal penalty to drink
beyond the next peg as the beaker went
the round of the table

In 1552 an act was passed prescribing
the binding of keepers of ale houses and
tippling houses by recognizance and in

1554 the number of such houses as well
as ot taverns allowed to be licensed
was prescribed by law and the drinking
of wine on such licensed premises was
peremptorily forbidden This law had
an diametrically opposite to its

lawlessness increased enor-
mously

Prohibition in some form or
olten resorted to in England in

order to curb the tendency to excesses
but all such measures tailed

Enough has been said to prove that
there is not an age however far removed
from our time when intemperance was
not complained of as an evil ot more or
less grave consequences and to prove
furthermore that restrictive laws as
old nearly as mankind have tailed to

their end
is not a sumptuary law pro-

posed in modern times for which a pro-

totype cannot be found in the worlds
history not one measure advocated
either by prohibitionists or temperance
apostles that has not been put Into ex-

ecution before And still intemperance
prevails today as it did when Noah got
drunk Among all such laws nonehave
failed more signally than those ofa pro-

hibitory character whether they related
to the use ot fruit of drink or of
tobaccc They either proved totally
abortive or led to vices incomparably-

more pernicious than those which they
were intended to eradicate The sever
est punishments even the death penalty
as we have seen failed to deter man
from following that mysterious instinct
which rendered the creators prohibition
a failure The decrees of the most
absolute of modern or ancient
times of Russia did not stop
the use ol tobacco althoueh mutilation
of the body lifelong imprisonments
and even death were the punishments
meted out to offenders Prohibition
only proved successful when it assumed
the lorm of a religous tenet as for
example in the case of Mahomets
decree and then it gave rise to evils
compared with which drunkenesa seems
almost like a virtue
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OUR FOREIGN NEWS

Translated and Selected from leading-
Eurofieanfiajersfor the SKNTINKL

ENGLAND

ARE TUB PHILIPPINE AND CUBAN
MARKETS TO BE CLOSED TO

BRITISH MARKETS

Consular Journal

Some little while back it was an
nounced that the United States had de
cided to adopt the or rather a policy
ot the open door to their newly acquired
possession of the Philippines Cuba and
Porto Rico This statement we are
sorry to say is by no means so univer-
sally accepted as it was when first mode

to the first reports the
was to levy the same

duties on all produce and manufactures
imported at the Islands named no
matter what their source of origin
According to this statement the United
States manufacturers would be treated
on no more favorable terms than our-
selves for example Cottons would be
taxed equally whether they came from
Manchester or Boston hardware would
be taxed at the same rate whether it
had been manufactured in the shops of
Pittsburg or Birmingham Under the
circumstances therefore It was hardly-
to be wondered at that the citizens of
the United States did not iccept as
authoritative such an exposition of
policy

Such a procedure it was argued was
alt gether contrary to United States
procedure In general and II prosecuted
would prevent the citizens of the repub-
lic Irom reaping that commercial advan-
tage from the conquests of the Navy and
Army which was their due In fact the
doubt as to the adoption of this policy
went further it rapidly grew into open
hostility and veiled threats of strenuous
opposition as to what would happen
were not American goods admitted
the conquered islands on more favor-
able terms than the produce of other
nations We are informed Irom an
authoritative source that the semi

mi semi official announcement of the
door policy was but a trial light

a rumor purposely set in motion to
feel the pulse of the American nation
If such be really the case then there
can be no longer any doubt as the atti-
tude of the people of the Republic upon
the matter Thty are unanimous upon
the question quite ready to develop
and civilize the new possessions but
by means ot American manufactures

c Others even go further and state
that the policy from which we hoped
so much would be altogether contrary
to the United States Constitution
Whether this is really the case we can-
not say But at any rate it would now
appear as certain that imports from the
United States will be treated on terms
much more favorable than our own

This is disquieting in the extreme
for we have large business interests with
the Philippines Cuba and Porto Rico
as Sheffield Uirminnhnm and Man-
chester well know And this alarm on
the principle that coming events cast
their shadows before has already
communicated itself to British manu-
facturers as will be seen from the
programme of the Asso lated Chambers
of Commerce meeting to be held in

next At this important gathering
will be moved to the

that a memorial be presented
Prime Minister praying that Her
Majestys Government will enter into
negotiations with the Government of
the United States so that British manu-
facturers wilt not be subjected to
differential customs and duties c
The fact that this resolution has been
drawn up maybe taken as proof positive
that the United States means to secure
to itself the biggest share possible of the
Philippine and Cuban markets Possibly
we are taking too gloomy a view of the
situation To put the most optimistic
construction however upon the present
position the outlook Is anything but
reassuring We have a considerable
interest at stake and we stand to bi
treated in the same manner as ue

in regard to our trade between
England and the United States
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trance if we make the considerable
exception of Paris and the large towns
is probably the most conservative coun-
try in western Europe The nation as a
whole has accepted changes of regime
imposed upon it from the capital with
wonderful docility Indeed revolutions
and restorations during the present
century have altered little but the color
of the cockade To the peasant who
is after all the backbone of
really matters nothing whether the
government ofthe day is called Royalist
Republican or Imperialist The system
remains unchanged and by whatever
name the workers of it are called it is
recognized without enthusiasm but also
without repugnance by an overwhelm-
ing majority of Frenchmen There is
always the same contribution ol flesh
and blood to the army to b mAde
always the same burden of taxation
tor the defence of the Fatherland to be
borne And for this very reason revo-

lutions so called are effected more
easily in France than elsewhere No-

where else in the world is there less
resistance to tie accomplished fact
When the third Napoleon took his hrst
plebiscite there talk of terror
ism and falsification ol the ballot but
even if we credit the more extravagant
accounts of official interference tire
truth remains that an overwhelming
majority of voters acquiesced in If they
did not welcome the change ol resinte
What happened nearly forty years ago
may not improbably happen again
There Is more justification for An attack
upon the existing Constitution now than
then The fact cannot be disguised
that France is divided Into two
the relative strength of
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Impossible to decide Inspired with very
different and indeed antagonistic alms
One supports military autocracy at all
costs and would confirm tire sectence
passed upon Dreyfus or the persecution-
to w hich Colone I Plcauart has been and
is exposed without the slightest regard
for the truth or the falsity ol the charge
brought against them In the opinion
of this party the honor ofthe army asks
the recognition of the infallibility not
only of the General Staff as a whole
but of a bare majority thereof On the
other hand there are those who maintain
that in all luclicial issues affecting the
lives and liberties ot citizens whether
they are soldiers ot the civil
authority should be absolutely supreme

For our own part we regard the
existence of a strong ablyled Fiance as
being as essential in international poli-
tics as the formation ofa compact intel-
ligent Opposition U lu domestic politics
Differences with our neighbors across
the Channel weshall always have but
there is none which is not capable of
being honorably and satisfactorily ad
justed by two strong Administrations
No greater danger to the peace of
Europe can be Imagined than a weak
and impotent Executive In France

TirE NICARAGUA CANAL SCHEME

Syren

Ol the makiner and suggestion of ship
canals there is no end The majority of
these schemes advance no further than
the suggested stage Such a fatehow
ever win hardlj overtake the long
talked of Nicaragua Canal which
proposes to link the Atlantic with the
Pacific via the Republic of Nicaragua
Though nothing definite is at present
settled as to the means by which the
waterway is to be finance 1 and en-

gineered to complete it it is more than
probable that now the United States
have adopted a policy of acquiring ex
North American territory the Repuolic
will find some practical means ot
carrying the canal to a successful issue

In fact the attitude of the United
States towards the scheme is fore-
shadowed by President McKinleys
message to Congress Tire construction
of the Nicaraguan Canal is now more
than ever indispensable and our policy
more imperatively than ever calls for its
control by this Government More
than ever indispensable is strong
language when we consider the occasion
of its use lu fact the construction ot
this waterway will place New York
more on a par with say London in
making it more oi a centre for over sea
trade either East or Thus at
present the voyage from New York to
San Francisco excepting of course the
transhipment route across the Panama
Peninsula Is a lengthy one of 10000
miles and this when the Nicaraguan
Canal is un fit accompli will be
shortened to 5000 mites New York
to the Philippines will then become a
mere journey of 8500 miles while not
far from the due east and west line
across the Pacific joining the Western
entrance to the Canal with the Philip-
pines are the Sandwich Islands

Now if this proable shortening of
the sea route between the
board ol the United States

China Japan c signifies
at

anything-
at it means that the North American

Republic will become a most important
factor in the Pacific both naval and
commercial Apart from the reduction

length ol the voyage ii must also
be remembered that in the Sandwich
Islands the United States possess a sort

halfway house which must prove of
the greatest assistance in their efforts at
development in the Pacific In away
British shipowners will reap some bene-

fit Irom the completion ofthe canal but
it will of course be in the direction of
increasing the efficiency of the steamer
at the expense ol the sailing vessel The
ubiquitous tramp has made an attempt
to oust the sailer from the I3nglishSan
Francisco tra le owing to coaling diffi-

culties however onlv with a scanty
measure ol success But with the canal
to assist them the steamships will
another nail in the coffin ol the
vanishing sailing vessel Still perhaps
it is a little premature to take It alto-
gether for granted that the canal which
has been before the public for the last

century wilt be constructed without
or hindrance To begin with

several American syndicates practically
of private capitalists have obtained from
the Nicaraguan Government certain
valuable concessions conferring upon
them privileges c which are not void
until the expiry of the assigned period
allowed to them for construction One
company secured Its lense and rights in
1889 and they lapse in 1899 but another
syndicate appears to have secured a sort
of transference of these concessions the

named company having
to construct a waterway from sea-

to sea In fact it would appear as if the
financing genius ol the Americans has

recognized the possibilities of the
scheme and exploited them to the full
with the view of awaiting events and
the canal becoming more iiclispensa
ble than ever

Thus if the United
upon the construction there
will have to be a clearing up of the
situation a process which in all proba-
bility can oaly be Arrived at by the
payment of some tall compensations
Out even supposing that no Insuperable
difficulty arises in this direction there
is just the possibility ol international
complications arising So tar back as
1850 what is now styled the Clayton
Bulwer Treatv was signed Clayton was
the then American Minister of State
and Bulwer was Sir Henry i ytton

who acted as the British plen-

ipotentiary in the matter This treaty
debars England and tire United states
from obtaining complete control over
this long suggested canal and
that the vessels of both
of pence and war should Iree while
traversing the waterway from capture
detention or blockade c So far as
we can gather although several attempts
have been made by United States
Senators to annul thte agreement it is
still extsUnt-
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